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A MIESSIAGE IFROM
['ve had a discussion with gallery managers
about having cur memcers carvings displayad
at a local gallery, The Gallery is very
interested in a display which focuses on
wood carvings as an art form. They would
be pleaszed to schedule a showing of our work,
but stressed it must be original work
esigned and completed by the carver.
rhey would not permit us to display carvings
done in a class or from a roughout or pattern.

I'm not sure how many of our members
actualily develop their cwn ldeas inta
patternz and finished carving:s. ! know
that some of our members do so, Tut the opes
1 ¥now about are just a small percentage of ¥
our membership. r
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THE O PRESILIIDENT

I'd like to encourage all of our members
to try something new this year. Sketch some
ideas in rough form and try carving from
your patterns. A good book to review which
gives insight into the creative process 1s
“Carving The Full Moon Saioon™. This book
shows haw little some of the big name carvers
=tart with when beginning a carving. 1 was
surprized that their patterns aren't even
very good pencil drawings; some are stick
figures. However, that dossn't prevent them
from finizhing a high quality carving.

So, stretch a little. Go further than you
have in the past. Try carving an original
plece this year. 1'd like for our club to
participate in a gallery showing next year
and have many carvings an display.

Pregident

jobh Pedigao,
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CREATING AIT
TI.I.USION OF
REAI.TTY

You create reality when you carve "In the
Round". You copy or clone exactly what vou
see and can measure. When you carve in Relief
you are Creating the Illusicn of Reality.
¥any carvers confuse half round, such as
faces in cottonwood bark or masks with
reiief. They are actually very different.
Relief is a shallow carving usiang only the
top half of the thickress of the wood. Light
and shadow play a big part in its portrayal.

There are at least three sepsrate classes
or categories for relief woodcarving;
1. Carving a building using perspective.

2. Carving the four shapes; cube, sphere,
cone and cylinder.
3. Carving a human or animal figure, either
in motion or at rest.
EELIEF CLASSES QFFERED:

On Saturdays, Feb. 3rd and Feb. 17th '96

I will instruct a class in carving a house or
building using the rules of perspective. The
classes will be held for 6 hours each day.
The first 3 hours will be spent drawing your
preject on paper and then ontc the woad.

The second 3 hours will be spent setting in
r roughing in the carving. Completicn and
£inish on Feb 17th. We will practice in
basswood. Together, you and I will persue an
original picture. If you have a special
building, farm home or cabin briang those
ideas with you.

Hand tools should be suificient. Larger
ones may make some tasks easier. Two or four
“C" clamps to hold your work to the carving
supports would be nice. A swing arm lamp will
brighten up your carving and work area.

COST: $20.0C plus basswood or buiternut
beard, Sign-up by Jan. 27,'96

Ingtructor; Art Tokach, 663-8587

NO TRIBUNE SHOW

After our proposal to the Tribune and a
favorable first response they had to inform
us that the space we had wanted was rented,
for real money, by someone else. They no
longer have room for our demonstrations that

z had planned for their show in Feb. They
agreed that it would have been a good
addition to their show and would like ta keep
the idea on file for a future show.

Art Tokach, Editor

BURNING FOR COILOR
Ever since I read the c¢lub's book about
Ernie Muehlmatt ] have been interested in the

process he uges tc color khis bird carvings
wWith a wood burner. He begins by texturing
the carving using pawer tools, followed by
burning the feather barbs over the whole
vird using a very low heat sstting. The low
burner heat allows much finer etailis on
the feather barbs and deesn': char the wood.
When he is finished with <t aitial pass,

the feather detail is impress=d into the wocod,
but the bird is still o

My

Sor additioral steps witi the burner,
he turns up the heat slighily and repeats
the burning over those areas where the
feather pattert is actually darker on *the
oird he's trying tc emulaze. He does this
several times using hotter burner settings
to darken the color value tc obtain the
feather pattern of the species. Then to
finish the carving he uses thin washes of
paint to apply color to obtain the proper hue.

There will be a demonstration of this
process at the February 17th meeting,
followed by incdividual practice of the
process by those in atiendence. Ve will have
some basswood pieces available for practice
in feather burning, but those who have wood
burpers should bring then to the meeting
to use for the practice session. I'1l1 make
my burner available for those who don't have
one so they can also practice this technique.

I plan to conduct a class in the April/May

Time frame for anyone interes ted in using this
tecanique on an actual bird carving.
The project will be either a Webten Yeadowlark
ar a Sparraow, complete with adding eves,
cast feet, and wing/tail inserts to abtain
& realistic finished carving. The next news-
letter will have more information on iimes,
cost, and place. Let me know if you are
interested in a ciass of thie typs at
296-0702 or at a meeting.

Eob Fadigo
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ADDING COLOR TO A
CHIPFP CARVING:
BASSYOOD, as a choice wood for carvers is
hard to beat. It takes great detail and a
carver c¢an take advantage of light and
It is easy to carve, both with power
d sharp tools. Applying a stain finish to
passwoaod can sometimes be a terrible,
unforgetable experience. It can make you wish
you never started te carve basswood in the
first place. Or it can drive you to paints
which has been a cuss ward to chip carvers.
This is why for many years all chip
carvings were done in the whitest basswood a
chip carver could find. Only the brave would
ever try to apply a stain, especially a
penetrating stain. I think many of those cnly
showed their successes and hid or gave away
to family member or burned their mistakes.
There are several new stains and finishing
products on the market for us to try today.
This article will cover sgme that I have
triec¢ and used, not necessarily successful.

CLEAR COATS: If you don't wish to stain or
color your chip carving you have iwo choices;
The clear polycyriic which is water cleanup
and is milky in the can but dries without any
hint of <color, Once dry it is as durable as
any other type. It has almost no offensive
odor so it can be used almost anywhare.

Apply using a "China Bristle " Brush.
-=gin at the center and work to the outside.
The brush passing over the ridges will cause
small air bubbles to form and these KUST be
broken or you will have an undesirable orange
peel effect., Break them with a dry brush and
wipe the excess off of the brush with a paper
towel,

The lacquer finish contains a hydrocarbon
and will leave a slight amber color %o the
wood. If the odor or the color doesn't make
any difference use a good quality product
such as "Deft" or “"Kryion".

FOTE: Always use any spray product in a well
vented area. Apply using at least two light
dusting coats, thres would be beiter, rather
than saturating the wood and having runs &/or

. REMEMPER: It's easier and takss lass

e to apply extra light coats than to try
and fix the suriace if you apply too much and
have a sag.

A0

ag
im

SAND LIGHTLY BETVEEN COATS: Always sandé the
surface lightly witk a maroon or grey hand

i with a solid backing, between all coats

-cept the final coat., This removes any dust
particles that may have settled on the
surface. In the case of the polyecrylic which
is water based, the fibers of the wood will
ba raised and the surface needs a light
sanding to remove the raised wood and to get
back to a3 smooth surface,

PERETRATING OIL STAIN: This is a thin
mixture and does just as its name implies, it
pentetrates the surface of the wood. If there
are any open pores, such as end grains, they
will act like a sponge. If the wood is hard
it repels penetraticn of the stain. The
gurface may end up with a very splotchy
appearance. Using a pre-stain or a sealer can
be a benefit but the stain may have a long
drying time. You may still see where the
stain has bled into the top portion of the
groove.

You can buy several shades of premixed
colors at most paint supply outlets. I've
found that they usually are the wrong shade.
A better method is to mix your own small
quanities. Use turpertine or T.R.P.S. and
artist oil colors, you only need about four
colors {(burnt umber for brown tones, burnt
gennia for redish brown tomes, black and
white). Fill a small jar <{(baby focd’ 3/4 full
of T.R.F.S.or turpentine. Mix in a small
amount of ceolor. Try the mixture on a scrap
piece of the same wogod. Mix up to the right
shade. You can always add more color, you
can't take any away. Adding more turps only
thins the color it doesn't lighten it.

GEL STAIN: Gelled Stain is a more recent
product on the market. It is similar to a
paint in that it is a surface coating that
does not penetrate the surface very deeply
except where pores are present and not
sealed. For best results the wood should be
sealed with 2 to 3 light spray coats of
“Deft" Semi-Gloss, 30 minute lacquer or a
clear polycrilic. Apply extra seal coats an
known end grain areas to stop any sponge
effects. Apply tke gel stain to the entire
surface. Rubbing briskly into the grooves to
break down the paint globules. Because it
dries gquite fast, immediately begin to remove
all of the surface color by wiping with a
brown paper towel. Wiping with the grain.
Check the edges of the grooves for any nis
wipes. Reapply the stain in these areas if
necessary. AGAIN, wipe the top surface with a
solvent dampened paper towel to remove all
surface stain. Allow to air dry in a dust
free area for 6 toc 12 hours. Spray another
light protective coat of the "Deft" as a
final finish. Display with pride.

BUTTERFUT IS A BETTER CHOICE W0QOD for
this type of finish as the two colors
compliment each other, the warm tan and the
dark brown color. Finding turned plates in
pbutternut is difficult. You may have to turn
your own plates and make your owan boxes,

TIP: A 'V' tool can be used on some of the
shallow small cuts as the gel stain fills the
groove and who's to know if they are sharp or
at the right angle,
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——Detach and return to Frank Koch, 315 Saturn Drive, Bismarck, ND 58501-- Detach--

CLASS REGISTRATION FORM

HAROILLD ENILOW
SENIORS CARVING CILASS

APFPR. 2=,

oo

RURILEIGH COUNTY SENIOR CENTER

Enclosed is $20.00 ($30 Non-member) Registration and full fee for the
Seniors Class, Monday April 22nd Open Carving Workshop by Harold Enlow.

The Flickertail VWoodcarvers will accept registrations either by mail or hand
delivered to Frank Koch, 315 Saturan Dr. Bismarck, FD 58501, Seven days after this
notice appears in the “Curling Chip". On or after Jan. 27,1900

Cnly the first twelve registraticns, in order of postmark or Franks notation
and accompanied with the registration fee, will be accepted in the class. If you
are not accepted in the class, your check will be returred to you as socon as
possible. In the event mors than twelve registrations are recieved, your name will
be placed on a waiiing list, in priority order, to be contacted in %the event of
cancellations. If you cancel after March 19, 1998, your registration fee will be
forfeited if your position in the class car not be filled.

Printed Fame Signature

%
Full Fee

Date

Class Kumber

The Class Will Be Held At The Burilegh County Seniors Center, 315 No. 20th

Mickey Heede To Know, Will You Have Dinner At The Center, Yes Yo

i __t Check Here 1f You Need An COrder Shest For Your Choice Gf Cutouts

FARGOD SHOW
SCHEDULRD

Bob Lawrence would like to invite all
Flickertail Vopdcarvers to take part in their
FIRST ANNUAL SHOV away from Vest Acres HMall.

The Show will be held at the Doublewood
Inn of Fargo on MARCH 23,& 24, 1996
Table Set-up can begin after 6FK on Mar.2znd

They plan to have instructional seminars
in the morning with a Noon Brunch and Fublic
Table Displays in the afterncon with a
Saturday Zvening Dinner and Carving Ezchange.

The Registration Cost will be 330.00 per
person for Three meals ang Table Set-Up.

A Block of rooms have been set aside for out-
-town participants.

More INFORMATION can be obtained from
Bob Lawrence, 77 N 28th Ave, Fargo, KD 58103
or ¢all him at 701-280-1038.

ARG e e e S AL AR L A e S e e S e

WAHFETON WEEKENID
FILIING FAST

A general mailing to all of last years
participants was made the first week of
January and over 100 carvers have responded.

June 28, 29,& 30 are the dates. The cost
ig $95 per person. It includes all carving
instruction and room and board.

There are 16 Carviag and 2z Non-Carving
Instructors. Class Materials extra.
411 skill levels from beginuner ta
intermediate accepted.

Classes filled on a first come basis.
Cut-off date is March 1, 1966

Far complete information call
SAM ELI, 218-338-%041

g
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